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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  your  district 
to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1962.  It  is  compiled  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  includes  the  Report  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


The  Public  Health  Committee  is  a major  Committee  and  is 
composed  of  all  the  members  of  the  Council. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee:  Councillor  D. 
F.  Dunford. 

Chairman  of  the  Council:  Councillor  H.  D.  Bowden. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council:  Councillor  D.  B.  Richards,  b.e.m. 
Members : 

Alderman  W.  E.  Brown,  j.p.  Councillor  D.  J.  Rex 
Councillor  F.  J.  Gifford  Councillor  T.  W.  Stevens 

Councillor  F.  G.  Jackson  Councillor  R.  J.  Sullivan 


Councillor  O.  James 
Councillor  E.  E.  Moule 
Councillor  T.  P.  Pearson 
Councillor  O.  J.  Pruden 


Councillor  A.  Sweeting 
Councillor  W.  G.  Thomas,  j.p. 
Councillor  W.  J.  Waters 
Councillor  Mrs.  B.  Williams 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  staff  consisted  of: — 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Hywel  G.  Jenkins,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Caerleon  Urban 
District  Council  and  Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health 
Area  of  the  Countv  Council. 

\ 

(b)  The  Public  Health  Inspector — Mr.  D.  G.  Vallis,  a.r.s.h., 
M.A.P.H.I. 

(c)  Typist/Clerk  (part  time) — Mrs.  B.  James  (Commenced 
27th  September). 

(d)  The  Rodent  Operator — Mr.  V.  Pennells. 

(e)  Pupil/Clerk— Mr.  A.  L.  Butcher  (Resigned  March  1962). 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . 5,850 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  mid-1 962  ..  ..  ..  23,190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  year) 

according  to  rate  books  1 .12.62  ..  ..  6,913 

Total  rateable  value  1 .10.62  ..  ..  ..  £219,260 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate.  . . . . . £815 


The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Cwmbran  for  1962  was  23,190  an  increment  of  1.270  when  compared 
with  the  mid-year  estimate  for  1961.  There  were  456  live  births  and 
199  deaths,  so  that  the  natural  increase  of  the  population  was  257. 
Both  live  births  and  deaths  were  less  than  for  1961  by  74  and  6 
respectively. 

The  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  used  for  the 
calculation  of  local  adjusted  rates  are  0.79  for  births  and  1.53  for 
deaths. 

Although  the  crude  live  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  greater 
than  the  crude  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  the  local 
adjusted  live  birth  rate  was  less  than  the  adjusted  rate  for  Mon- 
mouthshire and  that  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  the  first  year 
for  at  least,  five  years  in  which  the  adjusted  live  birth  rate  has  been 
less  than  those  for  Monmouthshire  and  for  England  and  Wales  and 
is  one  indication  of  a more  stable  population.  With  an  increase  in 
house  building  in  Cwmbran  in  1962  this  situation  will  not  continue. 
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There  were  12  stillbirths,  three  less  than  in  1961  when  there 
were  77  more  total  live  and  stillbirths.  The  still  birth  rate  has 
decreased  to  25.64  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  a decrease  of  1.88 
per  1.000  live  and  stillbirths  when  compared  with  1961.  The  still- 
birth rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  again  more  favourable  having 
decreased  by  1 to  15.1  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  The  Mon- 
mouthshire rate,  which  increased  in  1962  and  the  Cwmbran  rate 
are  equal.  Both  rates  are  greater  than  that  for  the  Country  as  a 
whole  by  7.54  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

There  were  12  infant  deaths,  seven  less  than  in  1961.  Nine 
deaths  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one  week,  one  of  an  infant 
aged  between  one  and  four  weeks,  and  the  remaining  two  deaths 
were  of  infants  aged  four  weeks  and  over.  Ten  infant  deaths  occurred 
in  hospital,  one  at  home  and  one  at  a nursing  home.  Four  of  the 
nine  neonatal  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity,  two  to  atelectasis, 
two  to  the  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  one  to  infection.  Of  the 
remaining  infant  deaths  two  were  due  to  infections  and  one  to 
asphyxia. 

During  the  year  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Country  as  a 
whole  decreased  by  0.2  to  21.4  per  1,000  live  births,  that  for  Cwm- 
bran by  9.54  to  26.31  per  1,000  live  births  and  that  for  Monmouth- 
shire by  2.97  to  25.02  per  1,000  live  births.  The  differences  between 
the  rates  are  less  than  in  1961  but  the  Cwmbran  infant  mortality 
rate  is  still  greater  than  the  Monmouthshire  rate  by  6.11  per  1,000 
live  births.  The  early  neonatal  mortality  is  greater  than  the  Mon- 
mouthshire rate  by  6.17  per  1 ,000  live  births  and  the  perinatal  mortality 
rate  by  6.02  per  1 ,000  live  and  stillbirths.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  is 
greater  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1961  by  more  than 
10  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  The  latter  rate,  an  index  of  the 
quality  of  the  maternity  services  and  the  use  made  of  those  services 
by  expectant  mothers  highlights  the  need  for  more  effort  in  this  field. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  abortion. 

The  crude  and  local  adjusted  death  rates  were  less  than  those 
for  1961  and  1960.  The  local  adjusted  death  rate  was  less  than  the 
adjusted  rate  for  the  County  by  0.54  per  1,000  population  but  more 
than  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole  by  1.23  per  1,000  population; 
0.71  per  1,000  population  less  than  for  1961.  More  than  half  of  the 
deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart,  blood  vessels  and  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system.  Deaths  due  to  cancer  formed  the  next 
largest  group  with  26  deaths,  proportionately  fewer  than  for  1961. 
This  year  six  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi. 
There  was  one  death  from  leukaemia. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  . . 

Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

230 

213 

443 

8 

5 

13 

238 

218 

456 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  resident  popu- 
lation . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.66 

Local  adjusted  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  resident 
population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.53 

Live  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
resident  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.17 

Adjusted  live  birth  rate  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  resident  population  ..  ..  17.99 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 
births 2.85% 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  for  Monmouthshire  ..  ..  ..  3.7% 


Stillbirths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  . . 


Male  Female  Total 

8 3 11 

— 1 1 

8 4 12 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . 0.52 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
population  . . . . . . . . . . 0.48 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . 468 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  2.5.64 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . 25.64 

Stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1 .000 

total  live  and  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  18.1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  (under  1 year  of  age) 


Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

10 

2 

12 

Illegitimate  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

10 

2 

12 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

26.31 

Infant  mortality  rate  for 

Monmouthshire 

per 

1,000  live  births 

25.02 

Infant  mortality  rale  for  England  and  Wales 
per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  21.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . 27.09 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  ..  24.81 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . . . 30.57 

Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 9 1 10 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  — — — 

Total  . . . . . . . . 9 1 10 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  21.93 
Neonatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire 
per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.82 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  for  England  and 

Wales  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  15.1 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 9 — 9 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  — — — 

Total 9 — 9 
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Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.73 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouth- 
shire per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  13.56 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

and  stillbirths)  . . . . . . . . . . 44.87 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  38.85 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales  30.8 

INFANT  DEATHS  BY  AGE  AND  CAUSE 


Cause  of  death 

Number  of  deaths  by  age 
Under  1 week  4 weeks 

1 week  to  under  to  under 

Asphyxia 

of  age 

4 weeks 
of  age 

1 year 
of  age 
1 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

Broncho-pneumonia  and 
prematurity  . . . , 



1 



Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Placenta  praevia  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

Rhesus  incompatibility  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

9 

1 

2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ..  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.47 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.33 

DEATHS 

Male  Female  Total 

114  85  199 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . . . 8.58 

Local  adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . . 13.13 

Crude  death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  population  11.89 

Adjusted  death  rate  for  Monmouthshire  per  1,000  popu- 
lation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.67 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  . . 11.9 


6 


DEATHS  BY  CAUSE  AND  SEX  AT  ALE  ACES 


Cause  of  death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

— 

l 

Tuberculosis — other  forms 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  (inc.  lungs  & bronchi — 6 males) 

12 

14 

26 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

8 

9 

17 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

19 

18 

37 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

3 

7 

Other  heart  and  circulatory  disease 

22 

28 

50 

Influenza  . . 

1 

— - 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

7 

Bronchitis . . 

11 

2 

13 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

5 

— 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion: 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

14 

6 

20 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

Total 

114 

85 

199 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Outbreaks  of  influenza  and  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  occurred 
in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year.  These  outbreaks  were  of 
minor  importance  when  compared  with  the  smallpox  outbreak  in 
South  Wales  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  the  outbreak  of 
poliomyelitis  in  North  Monmouthshire. 

The  first  case  of  smallpox  in  South  Wales  was  known  to  arrive 
at  Cardiff  on  13th  January  and  the  outbreak  continued  until  15th 
April.  There  were  46  indigenous  cases,  of  whom  19  died. 

About  20  residents  of  the  new  town,  of  whom  five  lived  in  the 
Pontypool  Rural  District  at  Llanyravon  and  Croesyceiliog,  were 
notified  to  the  Cwmbran  Urban  District  Council  Offices  or  my 
home  as  contacts  or  possible  contacts  of  cases.  Each  was  investigated, 
immediately  vaccinated  if  necessary  and  kept  under  surveillance. 

About  12,500  persons  were  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  in 
Cwmbran.  Approximately  2,000  were  living  outside  the  Urban 
District,  the  majority  living  in  Croesyceiliog  and  Llanyravon.  For 
the  week  ending  March  28th  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  in- 
creased to  200%,  the  majority  of  new  claims  being  attributed  to 
vaccination  reactions. 

Of  the  total  number  vaccinated  were  40  workmen  who  were 
brought  to  the  St.  Dial’s  building  site  by  buses  which  began  their 
journeys  in  the  Rhondda  valley.  These  men  were  vaccinated  in  the 
site  office. 

In  North  Monmouthshire  33  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  noti- 
fied, the  first  case  on  2nd  June  and  the  last  on  1 8th  August.  This 
outbreak  was  brought  under  control  after  vaccination  with  the 
Sabine  oral  vaccine  had  been  made  available  to  all  persons  living 
within  and  around  the  infected  area.  In  Cwmbran  there  was  one  case 
of  poliomyelitis.  A child  aged  two  years  and  10  months  was  taken 
ill  on  August  18th,  and  admitted  to  hospital  on  the  22nd.  The 
disease  was  notified  on  the  24th  August.  There  were  three  family 
and  three  other  contacts  of  this  case.  Each  was  offered  and  accepted 
vaccination  with  oral  vaccine.  The  father  of  the  patient,  an  under- 
ground worker,  was  asked  to  remain  at  home  for  a period  of  two 
weeks,  his  salary  being  paid  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

For  the  weeks  ending  January  10th  and  January  17th  new 
claims  for  National  Insurance  sickness  benefit  increased  to  252% 
and  220%  respectively.  These  claims  were  generally  due  to  influenza, 
and  were  not  as  large  as  they  were  in  1961  when  at  the  height  of  the 
outbreak  in  February  they  increased  to  392%.  I am  indebted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  for  this  information. 
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In  July  I was  informed  by  Miss  Templar,  the  head  teacher  of 
the  Oakfield  Infants’  school,  that  5%  of  the  children  were  absent 
because  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  Six  faecal  specimens  were  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Shigella  Sontiei  was  isolated  from  three  specimens  and  Salmonella 
typhimurium  from  another.  The  source  of  infection  with  the  latter, 
a food  poisoning  organism,  was  not  determined.  A leaflet  outlining 
techniques  for  preventing  gastro-intestinal  infections  was  sent  to 
the  headteachers  of  local  schools  and  space  was  taken  in  the  Cwm- 
bran Advertiser  to  ensure  the  rapid  distribution  of  preventive 
measures  to  most  householders  in  the  District. 

Although  no  cases  were  notified  by  general  practitioners  it  was 
reported  to  this  office  that  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  had  been 
occurring  from  the  beginning  of  July.  These  continued  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  until  the  end  of  September. 

Eleven  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  the  first  and  fourth 
quarters  of  the  year,  very  few  when  compared  with  the  900  notified 
in  1961. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  eight  cases  of  pneumonia  were 
notified  by  one  family  doctor. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  1962 


Disease 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Enteric  fever  (inc.  Paratyphoid) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Bacillary  dysentery 
Food  poisoning  . . 


Cases  Admitted  to  Total 
notified  hospital  deaths 


11 


8 — 

1 1 

3 — 
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NOTIFIED  DISEASES  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Whooping  cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Bacillary  dysentery 
Food  poisoning 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 


YEARS 


c 

is 

o 


2 — 2 2 — 3 2 — — — 

— — — 1—  1 2 — 4 — 


1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED  BY  SCHOOLS 


School 


St.  Dial’s  Infants’  School 
Pontnewydd  Infants’  School 
Town  Centre  Infants’  School  . . 
Upper  Cwmbran  Junior  & Infants 
Roman  Catholic  Infants’  School 
Oakfield  Infants’  School. . 

Total 


=3 


German 

Measles 

Measles 

Mumps 

Chicken 

Pox 

Diarrhoea  < 
Vomiting 

— 

— 

1 

18 

— 

11 



1 

58 



31 

— 

— 

32 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

43 



2 

108 

10 

Cases  of  German  measles,  mumps,  chicken  pox,  scarlet  fever 
and  diarhoea  and  vomiting  were  reported  by  head  teachers.  The 
cases  of  German  measles  were  reported  in  January  and  February 
and  those  of  chicken  pox  in  April,  May  and  June.  From  the  table 
it  will  be  seen  that  some  schools  have  not  reported  any  infectious 
diseases  to  the  local  school  Medical  Officer. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  infant 
welfare  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners. 

389  children  completed  their  primary  diphtheria  immunisation 
course,  331  of  them  being  given  the  triple  vaccine.  Of  the  389 
children  101  were  aged  less  than  one  year,  261  were  between  one 
year  and  four  years  of  age,  and  27  were  aged  between  five  and  four- 
teen years.  In  addition  to  primary  diphtheria  immunisation,  67 
children  received  booster  injections  before  or  just  after  starting 
school  life.  This  figure  compares  unfavourably  with  that  of  189  for 
1960  and  840  for  1961,  when  immunisation  booster  injections  were 
offered  to  children  aged  five  and  six  years  at  school. 

331  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough,  diph- 
theria and  tetanus  using  the  triple  vaccine  and  135  received  three 
injections  of  tetanus  toxoid.  Twenty-seven  triple  booster  injections, 
and  five  diphtheria  and  tetanus  boosters  were  administered.  Polio- 
myelitis vaccination  was  made  available  to  children  and  to  adults 
under  forty  years  of  age  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  last  three  years,  1960,  1961  and  1962,  between  250  and 
300  children  aged  less  than  five  years  of  age  were  vaccinated  yearly. 
This  year  as  a result  of  the  smallpox  in  South  Wales  there  is  no 
available  local  record  with  which  the  numbers  vaccinated  or  re- 
vaccinated may  be  compared — see  table  below. 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION,  1962 
BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Years 

No.  Vaccinated 

No.  Re-vaccinated 

0 — 

285 

1 — 

157 

10 

2 — 

451 

112 

5 — 

2,091 

1,203 

15  & over 

2,937 

3,616 

Total 

5,921 

4,941 

Smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  are  pre- 
ventable diseases.  I suggest  to  parents  that  they  have  a duty  to 
ensure  that  their  children  have  been  protected  against  these  illnesses 
by  making  use  of  the  local  vaccination  and  immunisation  services. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

(New  cases  and  Mortality)  during  1962 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Age  Groups 

M F M F 

M F M F 

Under  5 years 
5 — 14  years 
15 — 24  years 

_ j 

25 — 44  years 
45 — 64  years 

..  - 2 

65  years  and  over 

. . 

1 — — — 

Total 

..  - 3 

1 

Three  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified. 
There  were  four  inward  transfers  from  other  areas. 

One  death  from 

tuberculosis  was  registered  during  the  year. 

This  was  of  a male  aged  over  65  years. 

At  the  end  of  the 

year  there  were  1 38  cases 

on  the  tuberculosis 

register: — 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

Males. . 

65 

2 

Females 

67 

4 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Throughout  the  year  the  infant  welfare  clinics  at  the  town 
centre  and  at  Ashley  House,  Pontnewydd,  were  well  attended. 
Infant  welfare  work  was  supported  by  the  fortnightly  visits  of  a 
mobile  clinic  to  the  Oakfield  and  Coed  Eva  areas. 

During  the  year  little  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  about 
the  provision  of  purpose  built  clinics  at  Pontnewydd  and  Fairwater. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

(i)  Water  Supply.  Water  is  supplied  to  and  distributed  in 
the  Cwmbran  Urban  District  Council  area  by  the  Newport  and 
South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board. 

20  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  public  supply  at 
Pontnewydd  and  Cwmbran  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  analysis.  All  these  samples  were  bacteriologically 
satisfactory.  In  addition  regular  sampling  of  the  public  supply  is 
being  carried  out  by  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water 
Board  for  examination  bacteriologically  and  chemically  by  their 
own  laboratory. 
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Six  samples  were  taken  from  individual  dwellings  supplied  by 
shallow  wells  or  springs.  Four  were  found  to  be  bacleriologically 
unsatisfactory.  Advice  was  given  to  the  occupiers  of  these  dwellings 
about  methods  of  improving  the  supply. 

Complaints  were  received  from  residents  of  Fairwater  Avenue 
after  the  water  supply  to  their  temporary  standpipe  had  been 
repeatedly  interrupted  by  contractors’  machinery  working  on  the 
Fairwater  housing  site.  A storage  tank  was  placed  near  the  stand- 
pipe by  the  Water  Board  so  that  the  residents  would  not  be  com- 
pletely without  water  at  any  time. 

NO.  OF  HOUSES  SUPPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC  MAINS 

(a)  Direct  to  house  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..6.913 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  outside  house  ..  10 

NO.  OF  PREMISES  SUPPLIED  WITH  WATER  FROM 
OTHER  SOURCES 

(e.g.  wells,  springs  etc.) 

Dwelling  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Farms  and  Agricultural  properties  . . . . . . 22 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  district  is  served  by  the 
Eastern  Valleys  Joint  Sewerage  Board.  A trunk  sewer  runs  to  the 
Ponthir  Treatment  Works.  The  Sewerage  Board  is  considering  the 
duplication  of  certain  sections  of  the  trunk  sewer  between  Cwmbran 
and  Ponthir  together  with  an  extension  of  the  treatment  works. 

Efforts  were  made  to  connect  to  the  pipe  sewerage  system 
isolated  groups  of  houses  which  were  served  by  individual  cesspits 
or  which  discharged  their  effluents  directly  into  the  Blaen  Bran 
brook.  In  the  case  of  six  houses  at  the  Cross-Roads,  Pontnewydd, 
the  owners,  at  their  own  cost,  connected  the  drainage  to  the  public 
sewer.  The  Queen's  Public  house  at  Upper  Cwmbran  continues  to 
discharge  all  its  soil  drainage  into  the  nearby  stream.  You  will 
remember  that  in  1961  I stated  that  the  brewery  had  undertaken  to 
prepare  a scheme  for  connecting  the  public  house  to  the  main  sewer. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams.  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a 
further  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Afon  Llwyd.  The  river 
was  for  a few  hundred  yards  still  intermittently  discoloured  by  trade 
waste  from  the  outfall  of  Girling  Ltd.  Efforts  continued  to  be  made 
to  remedy  this.  The  Company  are  awaiting  the  time  when  they  will 
be  able  to  discharge  their  waste  directly  into  the  trunk  sewer. 
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I am  informed  by  the  Department  of  Pollution  Prevention  of 
the  Usk  River  Board  that  the  concentration  of  free  ammonia  in 
the  river  during  dry  weather  flow  remains  at  0.2  parts  per  million. 


(iv)  Refuse  Collection.  The  Council  collects  house  and  trade 
refuse  by  direct  labour,  and  uses  modern  covered  vehicles  designed 
for  the  purpose.  The  kerbside  method  of  collection  is  used. 

Refuse  was  tipped  at  Ty  Coch  claypits.  The  history  of  tipping 
of  household  refuse  in  Cwmbran  by  the  Council  is  not  a happy  one. 
At  Oakfield  Park  there  was  the  problem  of  crickets  which  it  is  said 
were  so  numerous  on  some  nights  that  the  walls  of  nearby  bungalows 
were  covered  with  them.  At  the  Llandowlais  Street  tip  in  1961  there 
was  a nuisance  as  a result  of  the  production  of  Sulphuretted  Hydro- 
gen. Throughout  1962  at  Ty  Coch  there  have  been  the  problems  of 
fire  and  smoke.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  1961  I pointed  out  that 
although  tipping  at  the  Ty  Coch  claypits  began  in  November  trouble 
had  been  experienced  from  surface  fires  and  that  a more  rigid 
application  of  the  Ministry’s  tipping  precautions  would  have  pre- 
vented this. 

In  September  1962  the  paper  sack  system  was  adopted  for  365 
houses.  The  sacks  are  placed  at  the  kerbside  from  which  they  may 
be  collected  quickly  by  the  Council  dustmen.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
approximately  5,840  sacks  had  been  used. 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ACT,  1955 

No.  of  premises  registered  to  manufacture  ice 
cream  . . . . . . . . • • • • 3 

No.  of  premises  registered  to  sell  ice  cream  . . 47 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  preparation  of  potted,  pickled,  pressed  or 
preserved  foods  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

1 2 Samples  of  ice  cream  w ere  taken  during  the  year  from  premises 
registered  to  manufacture  ice  cream. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


There  are,  as  indicated  in  table  below,  163  retail  food  premises 


in  the  district. 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Supermarkets  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . II 

Fishmongers/fruiterers  . . . . . . 10 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Chemists  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Licensed  Clubs  . . . . . . . . . . II 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . 23 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  . . * . . . . . 4 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Active  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  to  improve  the 
standard  of  hygiene  in  retail  food  premises.  All  retail  shops  and 
premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared  or  handled  have 
been  visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  write  to  25  food  premises  about  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  In  no  instance  did  the  Council  take  legal 
proceedings. 

Complaints  are  received  in  this  department  from  time  to  time 
about  foreign  bodies  in  food  and  dirty  milk  bottles.  These  com- 
plaints are  passed  directly  to  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector  of  the  County  Council  for  any  necessary  action.  Helpful 
co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  staffs  of  the  District  Council 
and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Dirty  milk  bottles  or  milk  bottles  containing  foreign  bodies 
may  be  health  hazards,  and  action  is  taken  against  the  producer  or 
retailer  to  ensure  that  only  a wholesome  milk  supply  is  distributed. 
Producers  are  held  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  bottles. 
It  is  common  to  see  unwashed  and  misused  milk  bottles  lying  among 
the  mud,  dirt  and  waste  materials  of  building  sites  and  in  the  back 
gardens  of  dwellings.  We  have  to  consider  the  probability  that  these 
dirty  bottles  will  be  used  again.  The  public  have  some  responsibility 
to  ensure  that  milk  bottles  arc  returned  in  a clean  state. 
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REGISTRATION  AND  HYGIENE  OF  MOBILE  SHOPS 


Ice  Cream  mobile  vans  and  mobile  grocery  vans  were  inspected 
at  intervals  to  ensure  that  the  food  hygiene  regulations  are  observed. 
A condensed  explanation  of  the  regulations  was  sent  to  the  owners 
of  all  known  mobile  food  trading  vehicles. 

A talk  on  food  hygiene  and  food  handling  was  given  on  two 
occasions  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  two  local  organisations 
and  it  is  encouraging  that  the  talks  were  well  attended.  Food 
hygiene  was  stressed  on  several  occasions  at  Area  Health  Committee 
Meetings  and  the  fullest  publicity  was  given  by  the  local  press. 

There  is  full  co-operation  between  the  Surveyor’s  Department 
and  the  Public  Health  Department  when  plans  are  submitted  for  the 
erection  of  new  food  premises  and  when  the  alteration  of  old 
premises  is  being  considered  by  the  Council  for  approval.  These 
plans  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  ensure  that 
they  conform  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  before  approval 
is  granted. 

Cwmbran  is  being  developed  by  the  Corporation  on  a neighbour- 
hood basis  and  in  each  neighbourhood  a group  of  shops  has  been 
provided.  This  shopping  group  usually  consists  of  two  grocers,  a 
chemist’s,  a newsagent  and  confectioner’s,  a draper’s  and  a green- 
grocer’s shop.  Generally  the  neighbourhood  shops  have  been  allo- 
cated too  little  space  for  storage  purposes  and  in  many  shops 
extensions  into  loading  bays  and  yards  have  been  made.  Garages  at 
the  Town  Centre  are  used  as  food  stores.  It  was  not  uncommon  to 
find  that  toilets  and  the  ventilation  spaces  associated  with  toilets 
were  filled  with  goods. 

Although  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  require  that  each  food 
shop  will  be  provided  with  sinks,  wash-hand  basins  and  hot  and 
cold  water,  unless  the  Local  Authority  is  alert  these  facilities  are 
sometimes  considered  unimportant  and  wasteful  in  space.  Arrange- 
ments have  now  been  made  to  instal  these  facilities  before  the  new 
shops  are  leased. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  unsound  foods  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  their  disposal  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip  was  supervised. 
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Tinned  Meats 
Home  Killed  Meats 
Home  Killed  Poultry 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Milk 
Milk  Products 
Other  Foodstuffs . . 

Total 


Pkts./Tins 

Lbs. 

Oz. 

174 

660 

8 

2 

138 

0 

2 

18 

8 

1 

1 

0 

58 

84 

0 

45 

43 

12 

4 

2 

0 

6 

5 

12 

7 

3 

12 

299 

957 

4 

SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  licence  of  the  one  and  only  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area 
expired  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Application  for  renewal  of 
the  licence  was  refused  by  the  Council  because  the  slaughterhouse 
did  not  comply  with  the  appropriate  regulations. 

This  slaughterhouse  is  no  longer  used  and  it  has  been  found 
that  adequate  alternative  facilities  are  provided  in  neighbouring 
districts  for  the  slaughter  of  the  small  number  of  animals  which 
were  formally  slaughtered  in  the  area. 

Until  the  slaughterhouse  was  closed  every  carcase  slaughtered 
was  inspected  before  sale. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  were: — 


Sheep  and  Iambs 

135 

Pigs  

Nil 

Calves 

Nil 

INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 

Two  new  schools,  one  at  the  Town  Centre — a junior  mixed 
school,  and  one  infants’  school  at  Henllys  Way  were  opened. 

The  practice  of  incorporating  toilets  in  classrooms  increases 
children’s  appreciation  of  sanitary  hygiene.  The  absence  of  a 
ventilated  space  between  the  toilet  suites  and  the  classrooms  has 
meant  that  some  classrooms  smell  of  stale  urine  in  the  summer 
months.  The  large  windows  in  the  newer  schools  are  not  entirely 
satisfactory.  The  classrooms  are  hot  in  the  summer  and  cold  in  the 
winter.  In  the  cold  weather  failure  to  open  the  windows,  which 
function  as  ventilators,  causes  insufficient  classroom  ventilation — 
a health  hazard. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


(i)  Domestic  Smoke  Pollution 

There  are  no  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  Urban  District.  No 
action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  to  establish  smoke  control 
areas. 

In  no  country  in  Europe  other  than  England  and  Wales  do 
deaths  from  bronchitis  exceed  3%  of  deaths  from  all  causes.  The 
table  below  shows  that  in  Cwmbran  the  3 % level  has  been  exceeded 
in  six  of  the  last  ten  years. 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis  as  a percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 


Year 

Percentage 

1955 

4.2 

1956 

2.1 

1957 

5.2 

1958 

3.6 

1959 

2.2 

1960 

3.2 

1961 

5.9 

1962 

6.5 

Having  regard  to  these  figures  the  Council  should  still  bear  in 
mind  the  need  for  Smoke  Control  areas.  In  fact  Cwmbran  has  many 
advantages  in  that  smoke  control  areas  may  be  made  in  those  parts 
of  the  area  in  which  future  development  is  to  take  place. 

All  new  dwellings  built  since  1955  are  equipped  with  approved 
type  grates  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel.  Therefore  even  in  the 
developed  neighbourhoods  of  Cwmbran  smoke  control  areas  would 
be  comparatively  easy  and  cheap  to  establish. 

The  cost  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  compounds  with  locally  mined 
fuels  appears  to  present  the  greatest  difficulty.  Already  60%  of  the 
coal  burnt  is  of  the  low  volatile  dry  steam  type  and  the  remaining 
40%  could  be  replaced  by  raw  coal  of  less  than  20%  volatility.  This 
would  present  no  greater  financial  hardship  to  the  inhabitants,  but 
would  mean  that  some  of  the  coal  produced  locally  in  the  Eastern 
Valley  of  Monmouthshire  would  have  to  be  replaced  by  coal  of  the 
dry  steam  type  produced  in  the  Western  Valleys  of  Monmouthshire 
and  coal  from  Glamorganshire. 

(ii)  Industrial  Smoke  Pollution 

There  are  six  industrial  works  in  the  area  with  stacks  from 
steam  raising  boilers.  Four  of  these  boilers  are  fired  by  oil  and  two 
by  raw  coal.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  cleanest  stack  in  the 
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area  is  still  coal  fired  by  hand  and  is  a tribute  to  the  care  and 
diligence  of  the  stoker. 

One  of  the  old  established  industries  in  the  area  is  that  of 
making  cast  iron  railway  fastenings  and  other  castings.  There  are 
1 1 cold  blast  cupolas  making  grey  metal  for  castings  and  two  new 
cold  blast  cupolas  have  been  constructed  for  the  making  of  malleable 
cast  iron.  A continuous  bluish  grey  emission  from  these  cupolas 
produces  a visible  blue  grey  cloud  over  parts  of  the  area. 

The  cupolas  are  fitted  with  a dry  expansion  type  of  grit  and  dust 
arrester.  This  type  of  arrestor  is  not  considered  to  be  the  most 
efficient. 

Four  industrial  works  are  registered  under  the  Alkali  Works, 
Regulation  Act.  One  is  an  iron  and  steel  rotary  furnace  and  three 
are  ceramic  works  making  glazed  drainage  pipes,  refractory  bricks 
and  building  bricks. 

Unfortunately  one  refractory  works  is  situated  close  to  resi- 
dential development  and  blue  smoke  from  the  oil  fired  kilns  per- 
vaded the  atmosphere  around  these  dwellings  during  times  of 
atmospheric  inversion.  Representations  were  made  by  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate  and  the  height  of  the  stack  was  increased  to  minimise 
the  effect  of  low  lying  flue  gases. 

The  Council  made  representation  to  the  management  of  one 
works  about  the  dust  nuisance  caused  by  the  crushing  of  clay  shale 
used  for  the  making  of  refractories.  The  emission  of  dust  from  the 
plant  was  reduced  by  improved  enclosure  of  the  plant  and  the 
provision  of  a constant  water  spray. 

The  Council  gave  earnest  consideration  during  the  year  to  the 
question  of  smoke  produced  by  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Ty  Coch. 
The  large  amount  of  paper,  cardboard  and  other  bulky  combustible 
matter  in  present  day  refuse,  coupled  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
sufficient  covering  material  invariably  results  in  tip  fires,  particularly 
if  the  depth  and  width  of  the  tipping  area  are  not  controlled,  to 
keep  the  depth  of  tip  not  more  than  10  feet  yet  sufficiently  con- 
solidated to  allow  lorries  to  discharge  directly  on  the  tip  edge. 

(iii)  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Council  maintains  two  gauges  for  the  monthly  measure- 
ment of  matter  deposited  from  the  atmosphere.  One  gauge  is 
situated  in  the  South-West  of  the  district  at  Two  Locks  Road  and 
the  other  centrally  near  the  new  town  centre.  The  daily  volumetric 
measurement  of  smoke  concentration  in  the  air  is  recorded  at  the 
Council  Offices,  Victoria  Street,  Cwmbran,  and  the  monthly 
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measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  is  provided  by 
a lead  peroxide  candle  exposed  at  Llantarnam  Modern  Secondary 
School,  Cwmbran. 

The  results  are  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  and  comparison  made  with  results  obtained 
from  other  areas  of  the  country.  A summary  of  observations 
obtained  by  other  districts  of  Monmouthshire  is  circulated  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  Public  Health  Department. 

Results  from  the  deposit  gauges,  which  indicate  primarily  the 
amount  of  grit  and  dust  in  the  atmosphere,  show  that  pollution  in 
the  Town  Centre  is  higher  than  at  Two  Locks  Road.  Pollution  in 
the  Town  Centre  area  was  higher  during  the  summer  months  than 
during  the  winter  months,  whilst  the  level  of  pollution  at  Two 
Locks  Road  area  is  fairly  constant  summer  and  winter.  The  total 
yearly  deposit  in  both  gauges  was  very  much  more  during  the  year 
1962  than  that  recorded  during  1961. 

Wind  direction  and  velocity  and  the  amount  of  rainfall  play 
an  important  part  in  the  interpretation  of  these  results  over  a com- 
parative short  period  and  the  source  of  pollution  cannot  be 
accurately  determined.  Nevertheless,  assuming  the  level  of  domestic 
smoke  pollution  remains  fairly  constant  throughout  the  year  and, 
on  average,  wind  direction  and  other  atmospheric  conditions  are 
equal,  these  results  tend  to  indicate  increased  pollution  from  in- 
dustrial premises,  building  operations  and  road  works. 

The  apparatus  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the 
atmosphere  at  Llantarnam  School  is  part  of  a scheme  suggested 
by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  to  establish  a record  of  the 
effect  on  the  atmosphere  before  and  after  operation  of  the  newly- 
constructed  Steel  Works  at  Llanwern.  The  works  were  not  fully 
operative  during  the  year  1962.  Recordings  taken  during  1962 
showed  that  there  was  a decrease  in  the  total  yearly  absorption  of 
sulphur  dioxide  compared  with  1961  and  would  tend  to  indicate 
a decreased  sulphur  dioxide  content  of  the  air  at  Cwmbran. 

The  daily  volumetric  measurement  of  smoke  pollution  at 
Cwmbran  Council  Offices  shows  that  the  concentration  of  smoke 
in  the  atmosphere  varied  from  an  average  of  16  during  the  month 
of  August  to  162  during  the  month  of  October.  The  average  con- 
centration during  the  six  winter  months  was  double  that  of  so- 
called  summer  months  and  the  three-month  period  ending  Decem- 
ber, 1962,  was  five  times  higher  than  that  of  the  three  months  ending 
September,  1962.  The  pattern  of  pollution  is  similar  to  that  of  1961 
and  again  tends  to  indicate  that  domestic  smoke  is  responsible  for 
at  least  half  of  the  total  pollution. 

The  Council  co-opcrates  in  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
Scheme  for  the  regular  checking  of  radio-activity  in  air  and  weekly 
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samples  of  smoke  stains  from  the  volumetric  apparatus  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  results  of  analysis  of  all  samples 
submitted  are  considered  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  be  satisfactory. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  DEPOSITED  MATTER 


Expressed  as  tons  per  sq.  mile  per  month. 


Town  Centre  Gauge 

ixani”  cjii- 

water  dissolved 
ins.  Solids 

Dissolved 

Solids 

Total 

Solids 

January 

...  5.16 

13.16 

20.01 

33.62 

February 

1.33 

9.74 

3.00 

12.74 

March 

...  4.76 

8.84 

4.57 

13.14 

April 

...  4.14 

7.70 

9.30 

17.00 

May 

...  3.59 

13.61 

13.21 

26.82 

June 

...  0.91 

12.27 

5.84 

18.11 

July 

...  1.89 

11.11 

6.00 

17.11 

August 

...  5.16 

6.00 

14.67 

20.67 

September 

...  5.20 

13.21 

18.41 

31.62 

October 

...  1.10 

7.07 

8.60 

15.67 

November 

...  3.51 

6.90 

8.84 

15.74 

December 

2.25 

9.00 

5.60 

14.60 

Two  Locks  Road  Gauge 

January 

4.29 

10.05 

17.80 

27.85 

February 

1.06 

0.62 

4.71 

5.33 

March 

2.60 

9.62 

8.64 

18.26 

April 

4.10 

7.20 

5.86 

13.06 

May 

3.39 

11.88 

8.64 

20.52 

June 

0.95 

7.30 

4.16 

11.46 

July 

1.77 

11.75 

6.87 

18.62 

August 

5.04 

9.39 

7.85 

17.24 

September 

5.20 

13.68 

13.45 

27. 1 3 

October 

1.26 

9.59 

8.18 

17.77 

November 

9.42 

9.42 

8.80 

18.22 

December 

2.44 

10.73 

1 1.19 

21.92 
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MEASUREMENT  OF  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

Lead  peroxide  candle  at  Llantarnam  School 

Expressed  as  milligrammes  of  SO2  per  day  by  100  sq.  cms.  of 


Batch  “A”  PBO2 

January  1.0 

February  0.08 

March  ...  ...  ...  0.82 

April  0.67 

May  0.46 

June  0.16 

July  0.38 

August  ...  ...  ...  0.24 

September  ...  1.58 

October  0.32 

November  ...  0.80 

December  ...  ...  ...  0.52 


MEASUREMENT  OF  DAILY  SMOKE  CONCENTRATION 
Volumetric  apparatus  at  Council  Offices,  Victoria  Street,  Cwmbran 


Expressed  as  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Value 

Value 

Value 

January 

300 

Nil 

79.61 

February 

240 

Nil 

59 

March 

300 

Nil 

115 

April 

97 

70 

83.3 

May 

96 

74 

87.9 

June 

99 

87 

87.5 

July 

64 

0 

27 

August 

84 

4 

16 

September 

152 

10 

49 

October 

436 

12 

162 

November 

296 

68 

151 

December 

868 

16 

145 
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Quarterly  Comparison  of  Deposited  Matter 

Tons  per  sq.  mile  per  month 


Town  Centre  Two  Locks  Road 


Gauge 

Gauge 

January — March 

59.5 

51.44 

April — June 

61.93 

45.04 

July — September 

69.4 

63.01 

October — December 

46.01 

57.91 

Average  monthly  deposit  . 

19.73 

18.12 

Total  yearly  deposit 

236.83 

217.43 

Quarterly  Comparison  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  Concentration 

Daily 

Smoke  Concentration 

Monthly 
Sulphur  Dioxide 

January — March 

84.5 

.63 

April — June 

86.2 

.43 

July — September 

30.8 

.7 

October — December 

152.6 

.55 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employs  a full-time  rodent  operator  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pest  Act,  1949. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  and  treated: — 


Dwelling  houses 

Inspected 

1,046 

Treated 

163 

Business  premises,  refuse  tips,  rivers, 
brooks,  waste  ground  and  building 
compounds  

226 

2 

Farms 

25 

— 

Schools  and  school  canteens 

123 

2 

Total  number  treatments  carried  out 
including  inspection  and  re-inspection 

i 1.585 
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HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 


(a)  Local  Authority 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  at  31st  December,  1962: — 

Temporary  100 

Permanent  ...  ...  1.749 

No.  of  Local  Authority  dwellings  in  course  of 
erection  at  31st  December,  1962  205 

No.  of  dwellings  for  which  sanction  had  been 
given  but  had  not  been  commenced  at  31st 
December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


(b)  Cwmbran  Development  Corporation 

Under  construction  31.12.62: — 
Houses  — 1 bedroom 


29 

2 


Total  ...  31 


Flats  — 1 bedroom 
2 
3 


Shops 


22 

14 


Total  ...  36 

4 


Total  number  of  dwellings  completed  by  the 
Development  Corporation  up  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1962: — 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  2,120 

Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  317 


Total  ...  2,437 
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(c)  New  dwellings  completed  during  the  year 


By  Local  Authority  ...  

58 

By  private  enterprise 

— 

By  Development  Corporation: — 

Houses  ...  

207 

Flats  

76 

Total  ...  341 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review,  58  new  dwellings  were  provided 
by  the  Council  and  a large  number  of  dwellings  were  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  construction. 

The  re-development  of  Court  Farm  Estate  was  completed  by 
the  construction  of  16  single  bedroom  fiats  on  that  Estate. 

A new  site  in  Pontnewydd,  at  Ty-Box,  was  completed  pro- 
viding eight  single  bedroom  and  six  two  bedroom  flats  in  the  form 
of  infilling  development  on  a difficult  piece  of  waste  land. 

Land  for  building  purposes  in  the  Pontnewydd  area  continues 
to  prove  a source  of  difficulty.  Planning  approval  in  principle  has 
been  received  for  a substantial  development  at  Upper  Cwmbran 
where  an  effort  is  being  made  to  acquire  land  by  compulsory 
purchase. 

The  advanced  preparation  of  roads  and  sewers  on  the  Peny- 
waun  Site,  St.  Dials  was  completed  during  the  year  and  considerable 
work  on  the  construction  of  houses  and  flats  was  initiated.  A 
contract  for  building  180  two  bedroom  and  three  bedroom  houses 
in  concrete  construction  was  approved.  In  addition  work  proceeded 
by  direct  labour  on  a scheme  for  68  two  bedroom  flats  in  traditional 
brick  construction.  At  the  end  of  the  year  20  houses  and  eight  flats 
were  completed  and  handed  over  and  both  projects  were  making 
satisfactory  progress.  In  accordance  with  Council  Policy,  100 
dwellings  on  this  site  will  be  made  available  to  workers  at  the 
Spencer  Steel  Works,  Llanwern. 

The  Council  made  available  to  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  two  three  bedroom  houses  which  were  in  an  early  stage  of 
construction  for  adaptation  as  a family  group  home.  When  it  is 
completed  it  will  provide  a single  unit  for  the  accommodation  of 
children  in  the  care  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Council’s  and  the  Development  Corporation’s  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  accidents  in  the  home.  Jt  was  pointed  out  that 
in  home  building  the  design  of  houses  must  be  such  that  life  may  be 
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carried  on  without  continuous  caution.  New  homes  have  to  be 
designed  so  that  accidents  and  other  hazards,  e.g.  bronchitis  from 
poorly  ventilated  rooms,  do  not  take  place.  To  achieve  this 
apparently  minor  factors,  e.g.  the  position  of  electric  fittings  in 
rooms  and  kitchen  and  bathroom  arrangements  must  be  treated  as 
priorities. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

No.  of  Discretionary  Grants  made  during  the  year  28 

No.  of  Standard  Grants  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  Improvement  Loans  . . . . . . . . 29 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

No.  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of 
disrepair  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  Certificates  granted  . . . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  Certificates  issued  . . . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  undertakings  repair  accepted  by  Council  . . Nil 
No.  of  applications  for  revocation  of  Certificates  . . Nil 

No.  of  Certificates  revoked  . . . . . . Nil 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 

(a)  Houses  Demolished 

In  Clearance  Areas: — 

1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  Nil 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange- 

ment etc.  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  by  Section  43  (2) 

Housing  Act  1957  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: — 

4.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Section  17  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  ..  Nil 

5.  Local  Authority  owned  houses,  certified  unfit 

by  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . . Nil 

(b)  Unlit  Houses  Closed.  Housing  Act,  1957 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  16.  18(1) 
and  35  ( 1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17  (3) 
and  26  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  part  of  a 
building  under  Section  18  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 
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(e)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  . . 10 

2.  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  15 

under  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . . . 12 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

4.  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  . . Nil 

(d)  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  . . Nil 


(e)  Nightingale  Row,  Cwmbran,  an  old  terrace  of  20  small 
dwellings  was  represented  as  a Clearance  Area.  The  Clearance 
Order  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  September  1962. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  occupants  had  not  been  rehoused. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area.  A few  caravans 
were  used  as  temporary  accommodation  by  persons  employed  on 
the  construction  of  buildings  and  the  laying  of  water  mains.  These 
caravans  presented  no  problem  and  it  was  found  that  they  were 
removed  when  the  construction  work  was  completed. 

CONVERSION  OF  CLOSETS 

The  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  converting  closets  in 
tenanted  dwellings  connected  to  the  public  sewer  but  not  supplied 
with  a water  supply  and  flushing  apparatus,  to  water  closets.  During 
1962,  the  second  year  of  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  for  the 
work,  notices  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  were 
served  on  eleven  owners  requiring  them  to  provide  water  and  a 
flushing  apparatus  to  closets. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — SECTION  47 
Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  during  1962. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Officers  of  the  Council  and  others  who 
have  provided  me  with  information  for  this  report. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HYWEL  G.  JENKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Cwmbran. 

Telephone:  Cwmbran  3325-7. 
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APPENDIX  I 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 

Vital  statistics  relating  to  mothers  and  infants  should  be  pro- 


vided as  follows: — 

Live  Births 

Number  . . . . . . . . . . . . 456 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  . . ..  ..  ..  19.66 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (percent  of  total  live  births)  2.85% 

Stillbirths 

Number  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Rate  per  1.000  total  live  and  still  births  . . . . 25.64 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  468 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  . . . . 12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1.000  total  live  births  . . 26.31 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.09 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  . . ..  ..  ..  21.93 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births  ..  ..  ..  19.73 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.87 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . . . . Nil 
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APPENDIX  II 
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enforced  by  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers,  premises) 


ases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to  out-work) 
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